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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) [X] The drawing(s) filed on 09 September 2003 is/are: a)[3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 

indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words . It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , the citation of "sensitivity adjustment means for adjusting a power ... 
and/or a conversion factor ... value" on lines 9-13 is unclear. It is unclear whether 
(, and/or" refers to dual "adjusting" function of the sensitivity adjusting means or an 
alternative means beside the adjusting means. 

In claim 2, the citation in the claim is vague since no amplifier being recited in the 
base claim 1. Similar citation in claim 3 is similarly vague. 
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In claim 4, the further citation in the claim is vague since the antecedent bases of 
"the middle portion of one third of the range of detection values", "detection values" and 
"fiber arrangements of a transmission type and a reflection type" have not been clearly 
defined. 

In claim 11, the citation of "installing plural photoelectric sensor according to 
claim 6" on line 3 is vague since no plural photoelectric sensors being cited in claim 6. 

Claims 5-10 are indefinite because they include the indefiniteness of the claims 
on which they depend. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-11, as understood by Examiner, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Nishide 6,211,784. 

Nishide discloses a photoelectric sensing system comprising: a light projection 
unit (12) having a light emission element for emitting detecting light to a detection region 
(through an optical fiber); a light reception unit (13) having a light reception element for 
receiving light from the detection region to obtain a detection value corresponding to an 
amount of received light; a target value storage unit (7-10) for storing an adjustment 
target value for the detection value; sensitivity adjustment means (6) for adjusting a 
power of the detection light emitted from the light projection unit thereby matching the 
detection value with the target value (columns 5-11); and adjustment instruction means 
(2, 18-21) for intstructing execution of adjustment to the sensitivity adjusting means. 
The system includes an amplifier (14), an A/D converter (15), output means (at least 
Figure 1), threshold value setting and target value change means (switches 18-21), 
comparison means (at least claim 1), display means (16, 23), and a plurality of 
photoelectric sensors (at least claim 11). 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

I) Iwaki 6,642,502 discloses a photoelectric sensing system having a sensitivity 
adjustment device. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Que T. Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-2438. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David P. Porta, can be reached on (571) 272-2444. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 




Que T. Le 



Primary Examiner 



